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‘Let’s go time traveling’:
University Wax Museum brings black history to life
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Recent
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flu spike
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T

he NAACP’s Mississippi chapter sponsored
the university’s first
Black History Wax
Museum Wednesday night in
Bishop Hall, lending time in
the spotlight to a handful of
black history’s lesser-known
heroes.
Student volunteers dressed to
represent black figures across
four eras of American history
spoke to the more than 80-person audience about their figures’ role in the fight for equal
rights.

Junior biology major Gregory Wilson helped organize
the event and led the audience
through the timeline of black
history.
“Let’s go time traveling,” he
said as he began the tour.
NAACP President Ty Marino
said the event was focused on
celebrating the lives of black
activists who may be typically
skipped over in favor of quoting
Martin Luther King Jr. or Malcolm X.
“There would be no MLK
without those people,” Marino
said. “The small people who
book the rooms and make the
calls to make things happen.”

The “small” people honored
Wednesday night ranged from a
rebellious slave to a first lady of
the United States. A Jim Crowera Patti LaBelle even made an
appearance, remembering how
she and her band snuck in the
back doors of the white venues
in which they performed.
Junior exercise science major
Devante Yates portrayed Robert Smalls, the slave who freed
himself and his family by sailing
north on a commandeered Confederate ship in 1862.
“I actually had to do a little
research,” Yates said. “He was
kind of one of those hidden figures.”

Marino said black history was
about more than one man or
one woman.
“Black history is survival
through joy and the redistribution of meaning to places that
were meant to serve as mechanisms for oppression,” Marino
said.
She said black people have
always been fighting for their
rights and the movement
should be aimed towards the
future.
“This isn’t over,” Wilson said.
“We’re going to continue to
work with our volunteers and
the project.”

Ole Miss students are coming
off of an unusual flu season high
this week.
For the past three weeks, the
Ole Miss Student Health Center
has had more than 200 estimated cases of flu.
The first week the increase of
flu cases averaged an estimated
125 cases, according to Dr. Travis Yates, the lead physician at
the health center.
“It was unusually busy,” Yates
said.
Yates said this week there has
been an average of 10 to 12 flu
cases from Monday to Tuesday.
Yates said 90 percent of flu
cases have been Flu A, but the
rest have been Flu B.
Yates said the difference between strands matters the most
when next year’s flu vaccines are
being developed, but both can
have the same symptoms.
“I’m happy (the number of flu
cases are) diminishing,” Yates
said.
On a national level, the United
States Center for Disease Control estimates around 200,000
Americans are hospitalized with
some strand of the flu every
year, and there are an estimated
36,000 flu-related deaths. According to former Baptist Memorial Hospital charge nurse
Renee Owen, children, the el-

SEE FLU PAGE 3

Study USA program shows upward trend in growth
LASHERICA THORNTON
thedmnews@gmail.com

The University of Mississippi’s
Study USA program has grown
since its start in 2008.
In the first five years of its existence, five classes were offered
with just 31 students. This past
year, 52 students took Study USA
courses during the fall and winter
intersessions.
Before the creation of the
program, the U.S.-based travel

courses were under the umbrella of the Study Abroad program.
Destinations in America were not
as popular as places overseas, like
Italy.
Study USA was first introduced to the university by UM
Office of College Programs director Laura Antonow.
Antonow had taught a traveling art class every May and
wintersession in New York. She
loved the idea of taking students
in the field to see actual artwork,

rather than only looking at it in
the classroom.
“When I came to the Division
of Outreach and Continuing
Education, Study USA was one
of the things I proposed to our
then-director,” Antonow said.
Once Antonow received approval, she began recruiting potential faculty members to teach
traveling courses. The marketing
department dubbed it “Study
PHOTO COURTESY: STUDY USA

SEE STUDY USA PAGE 3 Students travel to places like Chicago, pictured here, for their Study USA programs.
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COLUMN

Should church be a place to talk about politics?

DANIEL PAYNE

thedmopinion@gmail.com

Often, when people go to
church, they look to worship,
feel better about themselves,
experience a fulfilling sense of
community or perhaps better
themselves, personally.
This is not enough, though.
Church and being involved
should be about broader topics
and real change in the world.
That is why it is the perfect
place to talk about politics.

Our political system, though
many would not believe it by today’s government, has brought
us a long way from where our
nation used to be. There is a
forward progression in our legislation, and, though it has had
temporary setbacks, government will continue moving toward justice and liberty.
Unfortunately,
throughout American history, some
churches have been moving
against this progression. Some
religious denominations (but
certainly not all) have tried to
stifle the rights of slaves, the
poor, the LGBTQ community
and women. Some religions do
not discuss and debate politics;
they are told what to think of
certain political candidates and
policies.
This is, of course, not the
way anyone should engage in
politics, because it is never that
simple.
If it were easy to see which

EDITORIAL STAFF:
LANA FERGUSON
CLARA TURNAGE
editor-in-chief

dmeditor@gmail.com

managing editor

dmmanaging@gmail.com

thedmnews@gmail.com

MCKENNA WIERMAN
ZOE MCDONALD
lifestyles editors

SLADE RAND
BRIANA FLOREZ
assistant news editors

DEVNA BOSE
assistant features editor

LYNDY BERRYHILL
news editor

thedmnews@gmail.com

PATRICK WATERS
opinion editor

thedmopinion@gmail.com

ARIEL COBBERT
CAMERON BROOKS
photography editors

thedmphotos@gmail.com

thedmfeatures@gmail.com

BRIAN SCOTT RIPPEE
sports editor

party is truly “pro-life,” it would
be overwhelmingly popular in
the general public. Unfortunately, among Syrian refugees,
drone strikes, healthcare systems and abortion, the issue is
more complex. Things are never simple in politics or religion,
much less when the two are discussed together.
American intervention in the
Middle East, whether positive
or negative, is not something
that can be definitively debated
from a pulpit in an hour. This
does not discount the need for
political discussions in church,
however. Now more than ever,
citizens should be comparing
their core values to those in proposed policies or candidates. As
this contemplation is occurring,
we ought to learn from others
through their thoughtful introspection.
Which brings us to the commonly held ideal of many different faiths: humility. Church

Daniel Payne is a freshman
integrated marketing
communications major from
Collierville, Tennessee.

Correction

An article on the front page of
Tuesday’s Daily Mississippian
contained incorrect information about the cost of the Soul
Food Luncheon on Feb. 21.
Luncheon attendees will need
to purchase the meal at the
regular rate at the Luckyday
Residential Dining Hall.
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logical dominance as a main
priority, and have tough conversations that are already occurring nationwide.
The core values of humility
and kindness must be put on
display, not just in word but
also in legislation.
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members and leaders alike
should be open to other opinions around them.
With issues as complex as
these, no one has a system without contradiction or problem,
and we need others to take the
proverbial specks of wood from
our eyes.
With enough of these discussions, I am confident churches
will become political forces for
good.
When we look to the past for
leaders in our society and religious establishments, they were
not afraid to have conversations
that were not neat and orderly.
It was not the path of least resistance, but it was the path that
followed the moral arc of the
universe toward justice.
Often, loving our neighbors
as ourselves necessarily involves becoming politically active for the good of others.
It is time for some churches
to move past having their theo-
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continued from page 1
derly and asthmatics are at the
highest risk for death.
Healthcare providers advise
getting a yearly flu shot to avoid
illness. These injections are
filled with a solution modified
from the previous year’s most
common strain of influenza,
making it easier for the immune
system to recognize and dispose
of the flu virus.
There are countless opportunities for students to get flu shots
every year, from going to WalMart Stores to stopping at the
stations set up by pharmacy students around campus at the beginning of flu season every fall.
However, the CDC website
says the flu vaccine only reduces the risk of illness by about 50
to 60 percent during flu season.
Many students every year contract the flu regardless of whether or not they receive the flu shot.
One of these students is freshman Madison McCay. McCay
received a flu shot, but she contracted the flu from her roommate, who did not get the vaccine.
“I won’t get the shot again,”
McCay said. “I don’t believe in
it. This is the first time I’ve gotten it, and I got the flu. I’ve never gotten the flu before.”
But for others, any precaution
is better than nothing. Sophomore Kevin Hyatt had the flu
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last year the week before spring
break. He had a more severe
case that caused him to miss a
week of school, prompting his
parents to come all the way to
Oxford to pick him up and bring
him home.
“I was sweating through my
clothes. I was coughing profusely. I was throwing up,” Hyatt
said. “It was pretty miserable.”
He said that from now on he
will be getting the flu shot every
year.
Liz Sharlot, the director of
communications at the Mississippi Department of Health, said
it is never too late to get vaccinated.
“If you do get the flu and
you’ve gotten the flu shot, you
will recover much easier in most
cases,” Sharlot said.
Although it takes up to two
weeks for the vaccination to take
full effect, we still have at least a
month of flu season left this year.
Sharlot has some advice for students to help them get through
this flu season.
“The best advice is always
always always get a flu shot,”
Sharlot said. “Secondly, if you
are sick, you need to stay home
and get better. Third, also to
prevent getting the flu, is wash
your hands often and get enough
rest.”
This article was
contributed to The Daily
Mississippian from an
advanced reporting class.

STUDY USA

continued from page 1
USA,” similar to other universities’ Study Away programs.
Study USA became the central place for students to learn
about departments offering
travel courses. Antonow quickly
received interest from prospective students and professors in
various course subjects such as
theater, hospitality management
and political science.
“That’s what’s really helped it
grow – faculty offering courses
over and over again,” Antonow
said. “Word of mouth is key. Students are the best promoters for
these classes.”
Most courses take place during
intersession; however, courses
during traditional academic semesters are no longer than two
weeks, typically between five to
seven days. Courses carry university credit, usually three hours,
with the exception of four-hour
science classes and a four-week
anthropology class which offers
six hours.
Because of a growing staff,
Antonow now only coordinates
logistics for two New York classes, magazine making and civil
engineering, and serves as a point
person for new faculty recruitment.
Kevin Gates, coordinator of
college programs, began working
with the program in May.
He calls the program “Study

Abroad inside of the United
States.” In contrast to Study
Abroad programs, Study USA is
led by university faculty members and operate for a shorter
duration.
Study USA offers a variety of
courses from journalism to engineering, depending on what
instructors want to offer. Every
year, the program usually offers
75 percent of the previous semester’s courses in addition to new
classes.
Civil engineering (CE 497) will
study the bridges of New York in
May, and integrated marketing
communications (IMC 455) will
visit Silicon Valley to look at digital entrepreneurship, with plans
to visit Google and Facebook.
Writing (Writ 399) students will
travel to Austin to learn how
convey their travel experience to
readers.
Gates said the courses offer
students experience in the real
world.
“Travel courses give students
an opportunity to be independent and create real-world associations with what they are learning,” Gates said.
To be eligible to participate in
Study USA, one must be an Ole
Miss student or visiting student,
18 years or older, have at least a
2.0 GPA and obtain instructor
and dean approval. International students are eligible if they are
degree-seeking. Short-term international students are ineligible
due to visa restrictions.

The bursar office charges Study
USA students regular tuition
along with a $50 application fee
and a Study USA course fee. The
course fee covers the actual cost
of the course, including room and
board while on vacation, on-site
activities, group meals, ground
transportation and lodging. Most
classes cost between $700 and
$900.
Every semester, including intersession periods, the Division
of Outreach and Continuing
Education grants up to $500
scholarships to applicants with
financial need. The program has
never given away all of its funds
in a semester.
Gates projects a large registration number for the summer,
based not only on previous year
trends but also from the course
options.
“We have a few courses that are
required, so geological engineering courses (GE 301 and GE 401)
are projected to have 115 students
just in those two courses alone,”
Gates said. “That will take us up
to 167 students, not counting the
other students who will sign up
for other courses.”
Gates said the program has experienced a steady upward trend
overall because more students
and faculty are aware of the program.
“The self-reliance, actual application and experiential learning
that comes along with Study USA
is a big reason of why it is important,” Gates said.

28794
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Danny Glover to give speech, attend Oxford Film Fest
HANNAH GLASS
SUAD PATTON-BEY

thedmfeatures@gmail.com

Danny Glover, the actor
best known for his work in
the “Lethal Weapon” franchise, will be coming to Oxford to speak at the university and to attend the 14th
Annual Oxford Film Festival
this Friday
During his visit to campus,
Glover will be speaking about
the Mississippi Alliance for
a Better Nissan’s March on
Mississippi. He will also be
attending a showing of “I
Am Not Your Negro” at the
Malco Commons and will be
speaking briefly beforehand.
Glover will be speaking at
5 p.m. Friday in Farley Hall
Room 202. Glover will also
be working to recruit for the
March on Mississippi. The
March on Mississippi was
organized by the Mississippi
Alliance For Fairness at Nissan that is bringing attention

to what organizers are calling poor working conditions
at the Nissan manufacturing
plant in Canton. Sen. Bernie
Sanders is also expected to
attend.
“Folks with the United
Auto Workers contacted
me,” journalism professor
Joseph Atkins said. “They
said that Danny Glover was
so impressed with a group
of young students from the
University of Mississippi he
met recently that he would
like to come up here and
speak with them and others
at a meeting.”
Atkins has been covering
labor issues for many years
while maintaining a wide
network of sources who keep
him informed on these matters.
“Nissan relies on the support of the public; they want
us to buy their products,”
said Jaz Brisack, Ole Miss
sophomore and president of
the student group Popular

Only your mother could make you
Feel Better Faster

Walk-ins Welcome.
Open Every Day
8am-7pm
Sick? Injured?
We’re here to help!
Our emergency room trained
staff is equipped to handle your
illnesses & injuries.

You only pay a co-pay
when you visit!

662.236.2232

1929 University Ave.
OxfordUrgentClinic.com
28629
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Resistance. “We’re hoping
to put the pressure on them
to change their abusive labor practices or face potential dealership boycotts and
direct appeals to the public.”
Brisack said she believes
the march will draw national media attention while educating the public on this
matter.
The debate over whether
to allow Nissan workers to
unionize has been ongoing
for the past few years. Do
Better Together, an organization of Nissan workers
and other groups, has been
working to promote the
agenda by organizing college
tours and getting students
from all over the southeastern United States involved
in protests and movements.
In a 2013 article on the Do
Better Together site, Glover explained why having a
union option was so important to the Canton Nissan
plant.
“They have unions in
South Africa and Japan,”
Glover said. “We’re only asking for American workers to
have the right to vote on a
union and not face intimidation.”
Mississippi Alliance for
a Better Nissan, along with
Glover, Sen. Bernie Sanders,
Rep. Bennie G. Thompson,
NAACP President Cornell
William Brooks and Sierra
Club President Aaron Mair,
is taking part in the “March
on Mississippi,” which will
take place in Canton.
Students also hope involvement with political
action like the March on
Mississippi will encourage
development and investment in causes that have
historical precedent in the
state.
“The Labor Movement has
a long-standing impact on
our society as a whole,” said
Dominique Scott, the president of Students Against
Social Injustice. “Students
should care about the labor
movement because many of
us come from working class
families. Even middle- or
upper-class working fami-

PHOTO COURTESY: OXFORDFILMFEST.COM

lies who are historically laborers.”
“Being an African-American woman, I come from
the descendants of African
slaves who were forcibly
brought here as laborers,
and so the labor movement
is an integral part of our society,” Scott said.
“I hope that they will see
the importance of the issues
Mr. Glover wants to address
– voter suppression efforts
and worker rights as well
as the upcoming March 4
March on Mississippi,” Atkins said.
After Glover finishes his
engagement at the university, he will head to the Oxford

Film Festival, where Raoul
Peck’s film “I Am Not Your
Negro” will have two showings, one at 7 p.m. and another at 7:45 p.m.
Melanie Addington, director of the Oxford Film Festival, said she and Glover
spoke last week and finalized plans on Monday.
Glover is scheduled to
speak before the film at 6:30
p.m. in the lobby, according
to Addington.
This article was
submitted to The Daily
Mississippian from an
advanced reporting class.

Sun.-Wed. 10:30am-1:00am, Thurs.-Sat. 10:30am-2:00am
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Who’s Who

Among American Colleges and Universities

University of Mississippi
Class of 2016-2017

The event is at Ford Center for the Performing Arts at 4 p.m. on Friday, April 7.
Madeleine Achgill
Sydney Anchor
Rachel Anderson
Pontus Andersson
Cody Austin
Amelia Bailey
Linda Bardha
Monica Bhula
Alaina Bierdz
John Brahan
Sydney Brown
Alexandra Bruce
Margaret Butler
Cayla Cardamone
Ebonee Carpenter
Austin Carroll
Caleb Carroll
Adolyn "Addie" Clark
Brandon Clausen
Ferderica Cobb
Conrad Collins
Anna Crider
Seneca Crump
Kalie Davis
Austin Dean
Alicia Dixon
Laura Dona
Nicholas Dugan
Allison Dumas
Dustin Dykes
Aubrey Edie
Elizabeth Ervin
Hannah Farmer
Anna Ferguson
Thomas "Brent" Ferguson
Addie Forbus
Mary Gagnet
Megan Garner
Gabrielle Gibbs
Leah Gibson
Ronald Giles
Rachel Granger
Mary Green
Sydney Green
Lauren Griffin
Amy Hall
Bethanie Harris
Terrius Harris
Taylor Hayes
Madison Heil

Cady Herring
Rodgrick Hickman
Daniel Hill
Kelsey Hillhouse
Erin Hoevelmann
Connor Holeman
Michael Holman
Rachael Holman
John Howell
Michael Howell
Claire Hubacek
Amanda Hunt
Hannah Hurdle
Mary Hurst
Jessica Hurt
Kathryn James
Emma Jennings
Amanda Jones
Madison Jones
Sherman Jones
Dany Keiser
Chadrick "Chad" Knight
Shelby Knighten
Joseph Lascara
John Lawton
Thuy Phuong Le
Anna Letson
Taylor Lewis
AmyCatherine Love
Tiara Mabry
William Mahoney
Tysianna Marino
James-Roland Markos
Jane "Alex" Martin
Bobby May
Rachel May
Kaypounyers Maye
William Mayo
Nathan McCall
Charles McEuen
Shelby McMillan
Victoria Miller
Justin Mills
Chase Moore
William Moore
Regan Neely
Rachael Nelson
Saxon Nelson
Georgia Norfleet
Cantrell Norman
Sasikiran Nunna

Linda Ohairwe
Ariyl Onstott
Meredith Parker
John Pierce
Holly Pitts
Sara Porcheddu
Madeline Porter
Austin Powell
Cole Putman
Ashley Quagliaroli
Joseph Quinnelly
Holly Raymond
Daniel Reed
Miller Richmond
Dylan Ritter
Javier Rivas
Elizabeth Romary
David Rozier
Paige Rucker
Ashley Sandel
MaKensey Sanders
Acacia Santos
Forrest Short
Courtney Simmons
Megan Smidebush
Jenny Smith
Maxwell Smith
Blake Sowers
Timothy Steenwyk
Bria Stephens
Helen Hanson Stitt
Grace Sullivan
Sarah Sutton
Jacob Thrasher
Robert Tramel
Chau Truong
Natalie Truong
Chandler Tucker
Susan Turnage
Libby Tyson
Sudu Upadhyay
Brittanee Wallace
Kaitlin White
Sara Williston
Ariel Wilson
Mary Workman
Kaylee Yates
Yujing Zhang

Contact the Office of the Dean of Students/Leadership & Advocacy at 662-915-7247
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Young arms could strengthen Ole Miss bullpen
thedmopinion@gmail.com

The bullpen was the
backbone of an Ole Miss
team that hosted a regional a year ago and narrowly
missed out on a national
seed. Head coach Mike Bianco had a slew of young
pitchers whom he could go
to in the late innings of the
game. Freshmen like Andy
Pagnozzi, Dallas Woolfolk,
Connor Green and Andrew
Lowe all loomed in a deep
Rebels bullpen, giving Bianco options late in the game.
With all the aforementioned names returning and
a talented freshman class,
Bianco will likely have that
luxury again this year, and
it could be even deeper. The
rotation was announced at
media day Monday, and it
will consist of junior left-

hander David Parkinson,
sophomore lefty James
McArthur and sophomore
right-hander Brady Feigl.
This means that a trio of
freshmen who were in the
running for a rotation slot
will begin the year in the
pen: Will Ethridge, Ryan
Rolison and Greer Holston.
“Along
with
those
guys Rolison, Greer and
Ethridge, they’ll start off in
the bullpen with what I consider another outstanding
bullpen,” Bianco said. “As
many of you know, much
of our success last year was
due to a very strong bullpen. This year again, Andy
Pagnozzi is back in the bullpen, a freshman All-American. Connor Green, who had
20 appearances last year
as a true freshman, is back
in the bullpen with Dallas
Woolfolk, who I believe led
the team in ERA last year.”
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all-time high. You’re talking
about a guy who’s maybe
not the returning closer, but
a guy who’s close to being
that guy,” Bianco said. “A
guy who’s had a lot of success over his first two years
in the program, a guy who
has tremendous stuff. He’s
got a big-time fastball that
he’ll throw low to mid-90s
and a hard slider. A guy with
excellent command who’s
been there before, been in our
league, and he’s a guy that
started games in our league
as a true freshman.”
It will be interesting to
watch how all of these arms
fall into different roles in the
bullpen this year. But if one
thing is for certain, it is that
Bianco has a lot of options.
8

apply in person at the store 1603 W. Jackson Ave

OPEN LATE

game late in ballgames.
This majority right-handed group will all attempt
to bridge the gap between
the middle innings to the
ninth, handing the ball over
to junior closer Will Stokes,
who set a program record
for appearances last year
with 30. There may not be
a more weathered guy on
the team than Stokes, who
was thrown into the fire as a
freshman and asked to start
on Sundays and then found
his way last year, thriving
on the back end of the pen
with Wyatt Short.
“Maybe if we’d let him, he
probably would’ve broken
the saves record last year
as many times as he got
in, but we were fortunate
enough to have Wyatt. But
my confidence level is at an

6

(after 90 days of good performance)

WWW.DOMINOS.COM

The first thing that jumps
off the page about the pen is
that it is loaded with righthanders, and if it lacks
anything, it’s a left-handed
arm with experience. That
is precisely why Rolison
could end up having an invaluable role for the Rebels as a freshman, whether
it be out of the pen or the
rotation, because there is a
good chance he could work
his way in there at some
point this year. He’s a guy
whose fastball will sit in the
mid 90s, complemented by
a changeup and a breaking ball that each has a lot
of movement. Rolison and
Holston were two of the
freshmen who impressed
the coaching staff in the
fall, and Rolison could help
Bianco play the matchup
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Michael Fitzsimmons hits the ball during the Murray State game last season.
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A look at Rebels’ NCAA Tournament chances
GRIFFIN NEAL

thedmsports@gmail.com

At 16-10 (7-6 SEC), Ole Miss
has a puncher’s chance at the
NCAA Tournament. The Rebels’ rollercoaster of a season
has been defined (so far) by
incongruent lineups, firsthalf woes and a real inability
to build and ride out momentum. For a team that’s opening day starting lineup has
only one of the original five,
Sebastian Saiz, still regularly
starting, 16-10 is a respectable record. But is it enough
to punch a ticket to the big
dance?
As it stands, Ole Miss sits
59th nationally in RPI, ranks
69th on KenPom and boasts
the 31st toughest schedule in
all of college basketball. Although they have faced an
exceptionally tough schedule
this year, the Rebels have not
capitalized on these chances when presented, going 1-9
against the RPI top 60. The
lone win inside the top 60 is
Tennessee, a team trending
downwards in terms of tournament stock. Additionally,
Ole Miss doesn’t have a signature win. After squandering chances against Baylor,
Creighton and Florida, the
Rebels are left to fall back on
their strength of schedule and
close calls in tough games to
propel them into the tournament.
Despite the fact that Ole
Miss lacks a signature win,
it also doesn’t have any bad
losses, either. Nine of its 10
losses have come against RPI
top 60 teams, and, as mentioned, the Rebels have put
up valiant losing efforts in big
games versus the likes of top
25 teams Baylor, Creighton

and Florida. These losses may
signify that Ole Miss passes
the eye test–essentially the
intangible ranking given to
teams who look good on the
court but don’t grade out on
paper.
According to most basketball sources, Ole Miss is either
“On the Bubble,” or “On the
Horizon.” According to CBS
bracketologist Jerry Palm,
head coach Andy Kennedy’s
squad is designated as one of
the “First Four Out,” meaning
it’s done enough work to be
in the conversation, but there
is much left to be done to get
into the tournament. But despite the negative rhetoric, the
mere fact that this team is in
the conversation is positive.
If one word could be used
to summarize all 26 of the
Rebels’ games so far this year,
it would have to be inconsistency. Inconsistency in the
form of lineups, in stringing
together wins, in scoring output, etc; objectively, this is a
team that lacks a true identity. Enter Terence Davis. The
sophomore has willed a rather abject Rebels team to two
straight come-from-behind
victories, averaging almost
30 points, five rebounds and
five assists in the process. If
Ole Miss wants to fulfill any
tournament hopes, riding the
coattails of the sophomore
sensation will be key.
With that being said, Ole
Miss desperately needs this
sort of enthused play from
Davis and company if it wants
a chance to dance. With just
five games left, Ole Miss cannot afford to lose again in
the regular season. Currently a game back of fourth in
the SEC standings, the Rebels control their own destiny
from here on out. To climb
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Sebastian Saiz goes up for a shot during Tuesday’s game against LSU.
to fourth, Ole Miss will need
to upset tournament-hopeful
Arkansas Saturday in Fayetteville, defeat Alabama and
Mississippi State on the road
and beat Missouri and 21stranked South Carolina at The
Pavilion–and that’s just to get
its foot in the door of the big
dance.
It’s paramount that Ole
Miss ends the season fourth
in SEC play, because, historically, the selection committee has on average selected

the top four teams from the
conference to play in March.
A top four seed would secure
Ole Miss a double-bye in the
SEC tournament, and one win
would propel it to the semifinals. The Rebels arguably
need to make it to the title
game to truly control their
own destiny, but winning out
the regular season and making it to the semis should warrant a tournament berth.
Although the light at the
end of the tunnel may seem
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bleak, there is still a light.
The task of making it to the
big dance is strenuous for
any ball club, especially one
whose success rests on the
shoulders of a sophomore
who came into the season as
the team’s eighth man. And
it’s been said before, but the
road to March–albeit a narrow one–is paved by late-season success and momentum,
two things the Rebels hope to
(and must) build upon if they
want to dance.
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As the season winds down, Terence Davis heats up
SAM HARRES

thedmopinion@gmail.com

With the NCAA Tournament around the corner, Ole
Miss basketball, led by head
coach Andy Kennedy, is
looking to turn it up a notch.
After conceding a winnable game to the University
of Tennessee last week, the
Rebels knew they couldn’t
afford to drop another one.
Things started to look up
after a huge come-from-behind victory against Auburn,
especially with SEC basement-dweller LSU next up
on the schedule, but a poor
first half saw the Tigers jump
out to an early 47-43 lead.
Kennedy looked to his team
for a leader, someone to take
control of the second half.
He put his trust in Terence
Davis.
That trust paid off. Once
the final whistle had blown,
Davis, a shooting guard from
Southaven, had dropped
a career-high 33 points
against LSU. It was the latest
in an increasingly impressive
string of games for the Rebel, including a 26-point outing against Auburn the week
before. After averaging just
1.8 points per game last year,

the sophomore now averages
14.3 points and 5.5 rebounds
per game.
“You could see I had a
rhythm going. Basketball
is mostly a rhythm game,”
Davis said. “When you get
a rhythm going, it’s hard to
stop that rhythm.”
Unfortunately for Davis,
foul trouble has prevented him from finding that
rhythm for large stretches
of the season. He has fouled
out of three games this season and averages almost 3.5
personal fouls per game. For
Kennedy, keeping Davis in
play has always been a priority.
“We need him on the
floor,” Kennedy said. “He’s
getting better and better.
He did it in 27 minutes with
three fouls.”
For Davis, the name of the
game is improvement.
“I picked up a couple quick
ones in the first half, and I
was, kind of, a little upset because I want to play so badly
and help the team out,” Davis said. “But I came out second half pretty good. I don’t
think I picked up a foul, and
I got to stay in the game.
With an RPI in the 50s,
Ole Miss is right on the postseason bubble. Davis, 6 feet
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Terence Davis dribbles the ball toward the basket during Ole Miss’ men’s basketball’s victory over LSU 96-76
Tuesday at The Pavilion.
4 inches tall and now 201
pounds, has no illusions
about what it will take to be a
part of March Madness.
“We’ve got, what, five more
games in the regular season?
I mean, we’ve got to at least
get four of the five and make
some noise in the SEC Tour-

nament,” Davis said. “Coach
always puts in our ear that
we’re right there, top six in
the league. There’s opportunities out there.”
For now, it seems as
though he’s right. If the
Rebels win out over and put
up a good fight against No.

21 USC, their tournament
hopes may survive. In order
for that to happen, though,
Davis will need to be at his
very best. And if the past few
games have been any indication of the current trend, Davis’ best is yet to come.
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